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Improved Housing Contributes Towards Basic Human Rigt

6We know hi m,

he lives. No need to dis- :

cuss further about him, he &

is vulnerable and he really
deserves to be supported
with a decent

This quote was recorded
from a group of people who
were participating in a pub-
lic validation exercise for
beneficiaries of decent
houses in Rukoyoyo Col-
line, Cendajuru Commune
on March 16h, 2010.

One of the beneficiaries is
Musagiye Jean, 37, married
to one wife and blessed
with three children aged
seven years, three years
and five months. His family
lives on two meals per day.
Their meals are mainly
beans, sweet potatoes,
cassava/cassava bread.

ol am
With my meager resources,

very gra

He mentioned that his ma-
jor source of income comes

from manual
earn 5,000 Burundian
Francs per month, but in
the dry season, it becomes
di fficult to

However, getting a house is
one issue and maintaining

0A

di an say
ar a h

ing
the he t o

f
| aMusagi yeds spouse

Spéciose said she will
make sure the house is

well maintained and kept
b hygienic.

For Musagiye, this support
is a step forward towards

- it is another issue. With i mproving his hou

I could not manage to build  yeq4arq to the English prov- life conditions. Asked what
a decenthouseonmyown o p 35 Men mak ehe would find relevant to
since my major concernis 5 nqd women makei mprove his house
to _sttruggle for f“(;IOd S€CU-  which goes in the same line livelihoods, he said being
roi , 6 usagi v i i -

y 9 of reasoning with a Burun (Continued on p. 4)
Bomba School Achievements and Challenges
0Our kids are to learn more. Nimpagaritse  children come from
the first time in this village, a  explained that the LWF contri- neighbouring collines, the
girl pupil succeeded in the bution to the improvement of  performance of both teachers
national examination and is the school facilities and envi-  and pupils has significantly
Form One of secondary ronment brought a great improved and the dropout
school ! 6 expl a change. rate has reduced.
Bernard. There is now a conducive However, the incharge of the
Our staff approached Jacque school environment for both school mentioned that they
Nimpagaritse, teacher and teachers and students. As are still in alarming need of
the Incharge of Bomba Pri- well as increasing the number di dacti c materi al ¢

mary School in Musha village

of pupils at the school, as

books.




Seed Distribution to the Most Vulnerable

During the conflict, many of Bu- The cassava distributed by LWF and
rundi ds exi st i niseenherebeing planted by a benefi-
were eaten. This means that, ciary is resistant to the mosaic dis-
starting from a diminished or ease which destroys cassava plants,
non-existant seedbase, farmers spreading across fields and devastat-
are caught in a vicious circle of ing livelihoods. The same day, this
not having enough seed to farmer and her family also received a
. plant, to not having enough har- distribution of sweetpotato cuttings

% vest to not being able to con- from LWF, which she planted along-

,' serve some produce as seed. side the cassava, maize, beans, to-

> . . bacco and millet.
During the planting seasons,

¥ LWF field staff are especially With full fields, when harvest comes
busy distributing seeds to vul- the farmers should have enough to
nerable farmers. The seeds are eat some, sell some, and put some
selected according to the wishes aside for planting in the following

2 of the communities, expressed year.

% through agricultural associa-
tions, and are supplemented
with drought or disease resis-
tant crops that are always in
demand.

The Ndorukwigira Family re-
ceived two goats through the
LWF solidarity scheme in 2008.
Under this scheme, secondary
beneficiaries were chosen to
receive the first offspring of
these goats.

The family, however, donated
their second goat to the secon-
dary beneficiary immediately.
They did not have the access to
medications or veterinary care
to sustain two goats. Rather
than risk the death of their
goats, the family decided to re-
main with only one goat.

But today the family has three
healthy adult goats and two
young goats. What changed?
There is now a government
scheme to provide free medica-
tion for livestock and a vet is
available in the area.

Mr. Ndorukwigira plans to keep
the familyds tw
bringing the total to five goats,
and, ol can sus
than that now! 6




Banana Distribution Bears Fruit

This farmer in Gitaramuka He is now receiving his first
received 32 banana saplings  harvest on the first batch of
from the LWF Livelihoods pro- banana trees and is looking
gram in October 2008. forward to increased yield from
over 100 banana trees once

While he is an experienced his second fields mature.

banana farmer and has been
growing bananas for many
years, the variety of bananas
received from LWF produces
not only a bigger yield but also
produces bananas that sell for
more than twice the market
price.

Recognizing the increased
value of this crop, he used the
offshoots of the plants do-
nated by LWF to plant 67 more
improved banana trees. :

Batwa Pottery: Improving Livelihoods with Dig

Originally nomadic huntegatherers in Central Afri-  is through encouraging their pottery;

can forests and recognized to be the first inhabi- practice and providing assistance
tants of Burundi, they are known in Burundi as increasing the price they can rece
abasangwabutaka whi ch means 6 fortheir pots.

settle in Burundid.

The LWF Burundi offices are in the,
Given that Burundi is now almost completely defor- process of ordering a supply of po
ested and most its land under agriculture, the from a Batwa settlement which wi
Batwa can no longer live their traditional, nomadic  be sold in the three LWF Burundi

lifestyle. Today, the Batwa are an ethnic minority in  offices where they can bring more :

Burundi who suffer from landlessness resulting in ~ profit for the Batwa potters.

poverty and malnutrition. If youdre near

One source of income for the Batwa is pottery, prac- do stop by to appreciate the handi- g%

ticed by the women and considered to be a cultural craft of the Batwa potters!
heritage.

Making a pot requires a trip to the
nearest swamp, a halflay excursion
for the Batwa community of Gacokwe,
to collect the clay. The clay is then
worked into pot forms by the women
and set out to dry in the sun for one
day. The pots are then baked over an
open fire to harden.

The Batwa sell the pots in the village
for about 600 Burundian Francs, or
barter them for a kilo of beans.

LWF Burundi has worked with the
Batwa communities in an effort to im-
prove their standard of living in a way
that supports their dignity and appreci-
ates their traditional heritage. One way

OEncouragi n¢
Batwa pottery

improves their

standard of living

while promoting

their dignity and
traditional
heritagebd




